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Jim Crow in America

   Eurologically,  “Jim Crow”, a white racist supremacy, and terroristic organization, and a replica of the KKK  was the name given to the racial caste system that operated primarily in the southern and border states of America between 1877 and the mid 1960s, against Black African  people to the status of second class citizens.

     Many theologians and Christian ministers taught that God supported racial segregation because whites were God’s chosen people, as stipulated in the white-man’s book called the Holy Bible. And Black African people in the American Diaspora and on the Continent of Africa, specifically Black Africans of imperialistic training, were cursed to be servants.  It must be mentioned that Social Darwinists perpetuated the idea that Black African were intellectually and culturally inferior to whites. The Jim Crow system was undergirded by rationalizations that whites were superior to Blacks in intelligence, morality, and civilized behavior.  The white race had to be protected by any means required.  If blacks were treated as equals, it would encourage interracial sexual unions.  These unions would produce a mongrel race, which would destroy America.  According to Dr. Amos M.D.Sirleaf (Ph.D.) “The Black Race, the African Continent…. (2000).” White people are very young species on the face of the earth, and are untrained, uneducated, and domed to know more the people of the Alpha earth (Black African people.”).
     The 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to the U.S. Constitution were written to grant Blacks the same legal protection from discrimination as whites.  However, the election of Republican President, Rutherford B. Hayes, in 1897, allowed the southern and border states to restrict the liberties granted to Blacks by these amendments.  The U. S. Supreme Court also undermined these Constitutional protections for Blacks by legitimizing Jim Crow Laws with their decision in the infamous Plessy v. Ferguson case of 1896. 

     A synopsis of the Plessy v. Ferguson case as stated by Medley (2003) states:


In 1891, a group of blacks decided to challenge the Louisiana “Separate Car Law” 
passed in 1890.  This law made it illegal for blacks to sit in coach seats reserved for 
whites or for whites to sit in seats reserved for blacks on public transportation.  Mr. 



Homer A. Plessy, who was 7/8 white, sat in a seat reserved for whites in a rail car.  He 
was arrested.  His lawyer argued that Louisiana did not have the right to label a citizen 



Black or white for the purpose of restricting their rights or privileges.  The Supreme Court 
stated that “so long as state governments provided legal process and freedoms for blacks 
equal to those of whites, they could maintain separate institutions to facilitate these 
rights. (p. 179)

     The Plessy case legitimized separating societies in America:  One white and advantaged and one black and disadvantaged.

     Jim Crow denied blacks the right to vote by imposing poll taxes (fees charged to poor blacks for the privilege of voting), white primaries (only Democrats could vote and only whites could be Democrats), literacy tests (name all Vice Presidents and Supreme Court Justices in American history), and grandfather clauses (restricting the right to vote to people whose ancestors had voted before the civil war).  Laws were enacted from state to state restricting integration of blacks and whites.  There were separate hospitals, schools, restrooms, water fountains, churches, prisons and even cemeteries.  In most instances, black facilities were grossly inferior, older and not kept-up or there were no facilities provided for blacks.  Jim Crow laws and systems were enforced by violence, real and threatened.  Blacks violating rules risked their homes, jobs and even their lives.  
Whites were even allowed to physically beat blacks without punishment.

     The most extreme form of Jim Crow violence was lynching.  There were 4,730 known lynching of black men and women during Jim Crow.  Most of the victims were hanged or shot, while some were burned alive, castrated, beaten with clubs or dismembered.  James Weldon Johnson, the writer, labeled the year 1919 as “The Red Summer.”   It was red from racial tension and bloodletting.  There were race riots in dozens of U.S. cities that summer.   Dubois (1986), the black Social Scientist and Civil Rights Activist, wrote: “During that year, seventy-seven Negroes were lynched, of whom one was a woman (p. 747).  Many blacks resisted the indignities of Jim Crow and paid for their bravery with their homes, businesses, families and even their lives.  Davis (2002), in his articles “The History of Jim Crow” wrote these words about the official end of Jim Crow in America:
With the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, legalized segregation and the disenfranchisement of African Americans was finally ended.  It had taken almost one hundred years of resistance to terror and discrimination to achieve what had been promised to African Americans at the end of the Civil War.


In fact, so dead is the historical meaning of the words Jim Crow that the average college 
student today is unaware of its significance. 
Yet, if Jim Crow is legally buried, the belief in white superiority and the legacy of segregation and racial discrimination still lives on in the hearts, minds, and actions of 
many Americans.  The recurrent outbreaks of race riots in American cities are telling reminders that voting rights and integration of public schools represent only part of the solution to the problem of race in America.  Indeed, the lack of equal access by African Americans to adequate and rewarding jobs, quality education, and affordable housing strongly suggests too many observers that the spirit of Jim Crow still haunts the social and economic landscape of the American nation. 
(p. 1).   I lived the Jim Crow laws of the south, growing up in Alabama in the 1950s and 60s.  I attended the substandard buildings allotted to blacks for schools.  My elementary and secondary education began in 6 discarded army barracks from the local base, brought to a site in the black part of town to be used as a school because we were not allowed to attend the white school.  We were not allowed to eat in any food establishment or drink from the water fountain on the downtown courthouse square.  But the teachers we had in those barracks taught us with love and concern for our success.  They were the village that helped our parents raise the children in the traditional black custom of discipline, self respect, and compassion for others.  When you think about it; did integration really improve much more for us than material things?  Would it have served the same purpose to just divvy up the goods more equally and let us keep our villages strong?  “Just food for thought”!

Apartheid in South Africa

     Many miles away, on the continent of Africa, Blacks fared no better.  Racism took on another name.  For the citizens of South Africa, it was called Apartheid, meaning separateness.  It was a 

System of legal racial segregation enforced by the National Party government in South Africa between 1948 and 1994.   Racial segregation in South Africa began long before apartheid was enforced.  Its history goes back to colonial times.  The land was blessed with valuable natural resources.  The farmlands were rich and fertile with mineral resources.  The mines were rich in the production of diamonds, gold, platinum and other coveted metals.  South Africa was colonized by the Dutch and English in the seventeenth century.  The English rule over the Dutch caused them to establish new colonies and separate themselves.  Their descendents became known as the Boers or Afrikaners.  When diamonds were discovered around 1900 on the land settled by the Boers; the English invaded, starting the Boer War.  They gained independence from England and the two groups shared an uneasy power until the 1940s.  The Afrikaner National Party gained a stronghold and with a general election in 1948 instituted Apartheid as official policy.   A very clear account of the changes implemented by apartheid was stated this way by Dugard (1992): The enactment of apartheid laws in 1948 institutionalized racial discrimination.  These laws touched every aspect of social life.  Marriage between non-whites and whites were prohibited and sanctions of “white-only” jobs were put in place.  In 1950, the Population Registration Act required that all South Africans be racially classified into one of three 
categories:  white, black (African), or colored (of mixed decent).  The colored category 
included major subgroups of Indians and Asians.


Classification into these categories was based on appearance, social acceptance, and 
descent.  A person could not be considered white if one of his or her parents were non-
white.  The Department of Home Affairs (a government bureau) was responsible for the 
classification of the citizenry.  Non-compliance with the race laws were dealt with 
harshly.  All blacks were required to carry “pass books” containing fingerprints, photo 
and information on access to non-black areas (p.142). Under the new legislation, residential areas were segregated by means of forced removals.  Blacks were stripped of their citizenship; legally becoming citizens of one of ten tribally based self-governing homelands called Bantustans.  The government segregated education, medical services, transportation, public facilities, and even sports. There were uprisings and protests to this treatment of blacks.  However, they were met with violence and imprisonment for any opposition by anti-apartheid leaders.  The penalties for protest, even non-violent protests, were severe.  Anyone could be detained without a hearing by a low-level police officer for up to six months.  Thousands died in custody from gruesome acts of torture. Those who were lucky enough to be tried were sentenced to death, banished or imprisoned for life, as was Nelson Mandela.  Reforms to apartheid failed in the 1980s, but opposition continued to mount.  In 1990, President Frederik Willem de Klerk began negotiations to end apartheid.  These efforts culminated in the country’s first multi-racial democratic elections in 1994. The election was held on April 27-28, 1994 as over 20 million South Africans cast their votes.

The African National Congress under Nelson Mandela won the election with 62.65 percent of the vote.  (66.7 percent would have allowed the ANC to rewrite the constitution).  Mandela was sworn in as president on May 10, 1994.  The anniversary of the elections, April 27, is celebrated as a public holiday each year, known as “Freedom Day” in South Africa.  As you have heard and seen here, about the only differences in Jim Crow and Apartheid seems to be the continent on which they occurred.  Racism has an ugly face wherever it is practiced.  
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