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The Best Kept Secret in Higher Education

Years ago, African-Americans attended Black colleges and universities because they had no choice. Students today attend Black American Colleges and Universities for very different reasons. Inexpensive and academically rigorous, they keep alive the history and traditions of the African-American experience while at the same time welcoming an increasing number of students of other races and backgrounds into their community. From highly competitive universities offering undergraduate and graduate programs to non-competitive two-year colleges with open admissions, historically or predominantly Black colleges and universities remain the best kept secret in higher education.

View profiles of 117 historically Black American colleges and universities—the most comprehensive and up-to-date collection of profiles on the Internet. Descriptions begin with a brief historical overview, followed by the facts and figures you need to know before you make your decision: application contacts, tuition costs, entrance requirements, degrees and program offerings, and more. 

Click to view our list of BACUs alphabetically or by state 

Interested in how we acquired our data? Click here to find out!
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HISTORICAL BLACK COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES 

1. Alabama Agricultural & Mechanical University 

2. Alabama State University 

3. Albany State College 

4. Alcorn State University 

5. Allen University 

6. Arkansas Baptist College 

7. Atlanta Metropolitan College 

8. Barber-Scotia College 

9. Benedict College 

10. Bennett College 

11. Bethune-Cookman College 

12. Bishop State Community College 

13. Bluefield State College 

14. Bowie State University 

15. Central State University 

16. Cheyney University of Pennsylvania 

17. Chicago State University 

18. Claflin College 

19. Clark Atlanta University 

20. Clinton Junior College 

21. Coahoma Community College 

22. Compton Community College 

23. Concordia College 

24. Coppin State College 

25. Cuyahoga Community College 

26. Delaware State University 

27. Denmark Technical College 

28. Dillard University 

29. J. F. Drake State Technical College 

30. Charles R. Drew University of Medicine & Science 

31. Elizabeth City State University 

32. Fayetteville State University 

33. Fisk University 

34. Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University 

35. Florida Memorial College 

36. Fort Valley State College 

37. Grambling State University 

38. Hampton University 

39. Harris-Stowe State College 

40. Hinds Community College 

41. Mary Holmes Community College 

42. Howard University 

43. Howard University School of Law 

44. Huston-Tillotson College 

45. Interdenominational Theological Center 

46. Jackson State University 

47. Jarvis Christian College 

48. Kennedy-King College 

49. Kentucky State University 

50. Knoxville College 

51. LaGuardia Community College 

52. Lane College 

53. Langston University 

54. Lawson State Community College 

55. LeMoyne-Owen College 

56. Lewis College of Business 

57. Lincoln University 

58. Lincoln University of Pennsylvania 

59. Livingstone College 

60. Medgar Evers College 

61. Meharry Medical College 

62. Miles College 

63. Mississippi Valley State University 

64. Morehouse College 

65. Morehouse School of Medicine 

66. Morgan State University 

67. Morris Brown College 

68. Morris College 

69. New York City Technical College 

70. Norfolk State University 

71. North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University 

72. North Carolina Central University 

73. Oakwood College 

74. Paine College 

75. Philander Smith College 

76. Prairie View Agricultural & Mechanical University 

77. Paul Quinn College 

78. Roxbury Community College 

79. Rust College 

80. Saint Augustine's College 

81. Saint Paul’s College 

82. Savannah State College 

83. Selma University 

84. Shaw University 

85. Shorter College 

86. Simmons University Bible College 

87. Johnson C. Smith University 

88. Sojourner-Douglass College 

89. South Carolina State University 

90. Southern University (Baton Rouge) 

91. Southern University (New Orleans) 

92. Southern University (Shreveport) 

93. Southwestern Christian College 

94. Spelman College 

95. Stillman College 

96. Talladega College 

97. Tennessee State University 

98. Texas College 

99. Texas Southern University 

100. Tougaloo College 

101. Trenholm State Technical College 

102. Tuskegee University 

103. University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 

104. University of Maryland Eastern Shore 

105. University of the District of Columbia 

106. University of the Virgin Islands 

107. Virginia Seminary and College 

108. Virginia State University 

109. Virginia Union University 

110. Voorhees College 

111. Edward Waters College 

112. Wayne County Community College 

113. West Virginia State College 

114. Wilberforce University 

115. Wiley College 

116. Winston-Salem State University 

117. Xavier University of Louisiana 
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Alabama Agricultural & Mechanical University 

Alabama State University 

Bishop State Community College 

Concordia College 

J. F. Drake State Technical College 

Lawson State Community College 

Miles College 

Oakwood College 

Selma University 

Stillman College 

Talladega College 

Trenholm State Technical College 

Tuskegee University 

Arkansas Baptist College 

Philander Smith College 

Shorter College 

University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine & Science 

Compton Community College 

Delaware State University 

Bethune-Cookman College 

Edward Waters College 

Florida Agricultural & Mechanical University 

Florida Memorial College 

Albany State College 

Atlanta Metropolitan College 

Clark Atlanta University 

Fort Valley State College 

Interdenominational Theological Center 

Morehouse College 

Morehouse School of Medicine 

Morris Brown College 

Paine College 

Savannah State College 

Spelman College 

Chicago State University 

Kennedy-King College 

Kentucky State University 

Simmons University Bible College 

Dillard University 

Grambling State University 

Southern University (Baton Rouge) 

Southern University (New Orleans) 

Southern University (Shreveport) 

Xavier University of Louisiana 

Bowie State University 

Coppin State College 

Morgan State University 

Sojourner-Douglass College 

University of Maryland Eastern Shore 

Roxbury Community College 

Lewis College of Business 

Wayne County Community College 

Alcorn State University 

Coahoma Community College 

Hinds Community College 

Jackson State University 

Mary Holmes Community College 

Mississippi Valley State University 

Rust College 

Tougaloo College 

Harris-Stowe State College 

Lincoln University 

LaGuardia Community College 

Medgar Evers College 

New York City Technical College 

Barber-Scotia College 

Bennett College 

Elizabeth City State University 

Fayetteville State University 

Johnson C. Smith University 

Livingstone College 

North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University 

North Carolina Central University 

Saint Augustine's College 

Shaw University 

Winston-Salem State University 

Central State University 

Cuyahoga Community College 

Wilberforce University 

Langston University 

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania 

Lincoln University of Pennsylvania 

Allen University 

Benedict College 

Claflin College 

Clinton Junior College 

Denmark Technical College 

Morris College 

South Carolina State University 

Voorhees College 

Fisk University 

Knoxville College 

Lane College 

LeMoyne-Owen College 

Meharry Medical College 

Tennessee State University 

Huston-Tillotson College 

Jarvis Christian College 

Paul Quinn College 

Prairie View Agricultural & Mechanical University 

Southwestern Christian College 

Texas College 

Texas Southern University 

Wiley College 

University of the Virgin Islands 

Hampton University 

Norfolk State University 

Saint Paul’s College 

Virginia Seminary and College 

Virginia State University 

Virginia Union University 

Howard University 

Howard University School of Law 

University of the District of Columbia 

Bluefield State College 

West Virginia State College 
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Dear Student...

For more than a century and a half, historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) have played a critical role in the education of African Americans. During the more than 100 years of legal segregation, these schools provided the only means for blacks to receive an education.

Historically and predominantly black colleges and universities, in their variety, can meet the needs of every student whatever their previous level of academic preparation. Black colleges and universities range from highly competitive comprehensive universities with Phi Beta Kappa chapters to noncompetitive institutions with open admissions. 

HBCUs have produced thousands of black leaders in the United States and the world. Here are some examples: 

W. E. B. Du Bois, eminent sociologist, writer, and teacher 

Leontyne Price, opera and concert diva 

Martin Luther King Jr., civil rights activist, minister, and Nobel Prize winner 

Ronald McNair, physicist and astronaut 

Spike Lee, filmmaker and producer 

Oprah Winfrey, television producer 

Alice Walker, award-winning author 

Marva Collins, educator 

And did you know that 65 percent of black physicians, 35 percent of black lawyers, and 50 percent of black engineers now practicing are graduates of HBCUs?

With open admissions at some of the schools, students get a second chance at a college education. I received a second chance through the open admissions at Virginia Union University, an HBCU. In my freshman year, I took developmental courses to meet entrance requirements needed to matriculate. I went on to receive my undergraduate and graduate degrees at a majority university that had previously denied my application. I remain forever grateful to Virginia Union University for giving me a second chance. So as I update my first publication, Black American Colleges and Universities (1994, Gale Research), for Internet access I do so as a labor of love.

Determining Who We Profile

A school was selected for inclusion on this Web site if it is historically or traditionally black or if it is a school with a predominantly black enrollment. For example, West Virginia State University’s present student enrollment includes 4,064 Caucasians and 643 blacks, but because it was historically designated a black college, that is, because it is an HBCU, it is included here. This Web site also includes schools that are not historically black but currently have a predominantly black enrollment, such as Chicago State University.

Schools were selected for inclusion on this site from several independent lists of historically black colleges and universities, including those of the National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education (NAFEO), the Minority On-line Information Service (MOLIS), and The United Negro College Fund (UNCF) member list. Of the 130 black colleges and universities that appear on these lists, 119 appeared on two out of three and were selected for this guide. However, two schools from the 119 selected do not appear on this site: Lomax-Hannon Junior College in Alabama was inaccessible, and Highland Park Community College in Michigan has changed its mission from a two-year college program to a high school program.

Compilation Method: Getting the Facts

We sent surveys requesting statistical information to each school; 50 percent of the schools solicited responded. For those schools that didn’t return a survey, we visited each school’s Internet site for factual information. Each school was then contacted by phone to ensure profile accuracy. 

As you peruse the profiles that appear on this Web site, you may notice discrepancies between the data profiled here and the data that appears for these schools on Peterson’s CollegeQuest site. Please note that discrepancies may and will occur, as data for the schools profiled here was collected at a different time and from different providers than the data presented on CollegeQuest. Although we have made every reasonable effort to obtain accurate, complete, and timely data from reliable sources, we make no representation or warranty, either expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, timeliness, or completeness of the data. Where discrepancies occur, we encourage you to contact the schools directly for information.

Sincerely,

Levirn Hill, Editor

Retired Librarian
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